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When Shall These Things Be? 

Tim Canup 

 

There are many who are concerned and even worried 

about the coming of the end of all things.  They often speak of 

the “signs of the times” and the events that are to follow.  One 

reason for many of the fears about the end of time is due to an improper understanding of God’s 

Word. 

There are many who believe that there will be “signs” that will indicate the coming of the 

end of this world.  This is based on a misinterpretation of Matthew 24 (also Mark 13 and Luke 

21).  In this passage, Jesus and His disciples depart from the temple in Jerusalem and His 

disciples show Him “the buildings of the temple,” or in other words, how beautiful it was.  Jesus 

responded to this by saying, “See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be 

left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down” (Matthew 24:2).  In the minds 

of these disciples, they connected such destruction of their holy temple with the end of the world, 

so they asked two questions, “…when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy 

coming, and of the end of the world?” (verse 3).  Although in the minds of these disciples these 

events were connected, there are two separate questions; Jesus makes this distinction in His 

answer. 

The first question concerned the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem, which He 

answered in verses 4-35.  To interpret and apply the things said in these verses as signs of the 

coming end of the world is to improperly interpret God’s Word.  The things said in these verses 

deal with events that were fulfilled in A.D. 70 when the Roman army came against Jerusalem 

and destroyed it and the temple.  Notice what Jesus said in verse 34, “Verily I say unto you, This 

generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.”  Jesus was not speaking to the 
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generation now living or that will yet live sometime in the future; rather, Jesus is speaking about 

the generation that was living at the time He spoke these words. 

In verse 36, Jesus makes a subject change and answers their second question concerning 

the end of the world when He said, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 

of heaven, but my Father only.”  You see, Jesus said that concerning the end of the world, there 

will be no signs.  Peter compared it to “a thief in the night” (II Peter 3:10). 

If you would like to know more about the commandments God has given in His Word, by 

which you can be washed in the Blood of Christ, which will take away your sins and put you into 

the church that belongs to Him, or if you would like to enroll in an in-home Bible study or in a 

FREE correspondence course by mail (no cost or obligation to you), please return this coupon 

to: Back To The Bible, 221 Barnett Street, West Jefferson, NC  28694 or visit us online at: 

www.wjchurchofchrist.org. 
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    Yes, I am interested in an in-home Bible study. 
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